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PPS RECORDS FOR 
166 LANCASTER STREET 

PLAT 6, LOT 603 
(Formerly Plat 6, Lots 485, 533, and 534) 

 
JOSEPH A. and EVANGELINE AUGER HOUSE 

Built 1928-1929 
 
 
DESCRIPTION: 
 
A handsome and very well preserved 2-1/2 story red brick Tudor Revival style single family 
house, with a steeply pitched slate cross-gable roof, stucco and wood “half-timber” detailing in 
the peaks of the gables, and a raised brick foundation.  The projecting front entrance bay 
shelters underneath a steep gable, and has stone trim around the doorway.  Windows feature 
leaded glass, diamond patterned casements, and multi-light transoms over single-light lower 
sash.  Just north of (behind) the house stands a matching 1-story, 2-car brick garage with a 
slate hip roof.  
 
The house (which faces south toward Lancaster Street) and its garage (which faces north 
toward Dana Street) stand together on a 12,000 sq.ft., landscaped double lot at the northwest 
corner of Lancaster and Ivy Streets, at the east end of a block bounded by Lancaster, Ivy, Dana, 
and Camp Streets.   The lot has 100 feet of frontage along Lancaster and Dana Streets, and 
120 feet of frontage along Ivy Street.   
 
HISTORY: 
 
In the early 20th century this property was part of a large athletic complex called Andrews Field, 
owned by Brown University, that stretched from Dana Street south to Woodbine Street, between 
Ivy and Camp Streets.  The field was platted for house lots in 1926, and in early 1928, Joseph 
A. Auger and his wife Evangeline purchased a 6,000 sq.ft. vacant lot at the northwest corner of 
Lancaster and Ivy Streets from Brown University.  Construction on the house began almost 
immediately: a building permit was pulled in April 1928, and tax records show that the assessed 
value of the property increased both in 1928 and again (substantially) in 1929, indicating that 
the construction took one to two years to complete.  In 1929 the Augers also purchased the 
neighboring 6,000 sq.ft. lot immediately to their west (which had been subdivided into two 
parcels), creating the 12,000 sq.ft. piece of property that survives intact today.1 Joseph Auger 
was the treasurer of a real estate business called The American Land Company.  Both he and 
his wife lived in this house until their deaths, four days apart from each other, in 1948.  Since 
then, the house has changed hands six times; its current owners, Olivia B. McCullough and 
Jonathan Sharlin, bought the house in 1994.    
 
DEVELOPMENT CONTEXT: 
 
In the 17th and 18th centuries, the northern reaches of the East Side were very remote from the 
settled area of Providence, and had limited accessibility or appeal for residential living.  Large 
farmsteads and country estates occupied most of the area east of Hope Street and north of 

 
1 The Augers actually sold off the western 6,000 sq.ft. of their property in 1948; it was 
reacquired, along with the house at 166 Lancaster, by the same buyer in 1950, and the two 
have continued to be sold together ever since. 
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Olney Street for nearly 200 years.  The roads that we know today as Camp Street and 
Rochambeau Avenue appear on a 1798 map of Providence, enabling the identification of the 
future site of 166 Lancaster Street within a part of the “Aplin Farm” owned by Thomas Sabin.  
 
It was not until the mid 19th century that advances in public transportation began to make 
development of outlying areas more feasible, just as the concept of living in more naturalistic,  
suburban settings began to become a popular ideal.  Providence’s population was also growing 
rapidly during this time, and East Side property owners began to subdivide their large tracts of 
land into plats of house lots in anticipation of a demand for new housing in the outlying areas of 
the city. Many of these house lots remained empty for decades, but once streetcar service was 
extended to the northern reaches of the East Side in the 1880s, development occurred more 
quickly.  By 1882, street railway service was available on North Main Street, and Lancaster 
Street had been laid out, with house lots, from North Main as far east as Camp Street.  Also by 
1895, Camp Street had its own streetcar line, Ivy Street had been extended all the way north to 
Rochambeau Avenue, and Dana Street had been laid out between Rochambeau Avenue and 
Ivy Street.   
 
Sometime in the early 20th century, Brown University acquired a 112,660 sq.ft. tract of land 
bounded by Camp Street on the west, Forest Street house lots on the south, Ivy Street on the 
east, and Dana Street on the north. This became Andrews Field, a major athletic facility for the 
university, which appears on three successive city atlases of 1908, 1918, and 1926.  In late 
1926, Andrews Field was platted with house lots and new streets, including an extension of 
Lancaster Street from Camp Street east to Ivy Street.  The house at 166 Lancaster was built 
within three years of the recording of the plat. 
 
DESIGNATIONS   
 
The Auger House at 166 Lancaster is not presently listed on the National Register of Historic 
Places, nor is it located in a historic district overlay zone designated by the City of Providence. 
 
RECORDS (All Records were found in Providence City Hall unless otherwise noted). 
 
Maps and Atlases (All in Archives unless otherwise noted) 
 
1798:  “A Map of Owners of Lots in Providence,” compiled by Henry B. Chace in 1912.  Plate IX 
shows land east of “Horse Pasture or Green Lane to Herrenden Lane” (so named on an 
adjacent plate), now Camp Street, and south of “Hearndon Lane,” now Rochambeau Avenue.  
(“Herrenden” and “Hearndon” are variant spellings of the same name.)  The future site of 166 
Lancaster Street is located within the portion of the “Aplin Farm” owned by Thomas Sabin. 
 
1857:  “Map of Providence,” by H.F. Walling. Pages A-4, A-5, B-4 and B-5 shows Camp Street, 
as well as Ivy Street extended as far north as Woodbine Street (1 block south of the present 
Lancaster Street).  All land from Woodbine Street north to North Street (Rochambeau Aveunue) 
appears to be one large tract owned by the Cyrus Grant Heirs, stretching from North Main 
Street eastward to the East Turnpike (Hope Street).    
 
1875:  “Atlas of the City of Providence,” by G.M. Hopkins Co., Vol. 1 (Wards 1, 2, and 3).  Plate 
H shows Lancaster Street laid out from North Main Street only as far east as Camp Street, with 
some houses already constructed.  The future site of 166 Lancaster Street lies within a large 
tract owned by John Wilson Smith, bounded on the west by Camp Street, on the north by North 
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Street (Rochambeau Avenue), on the south partly by Woodbine Street, and extending eastward 
past the present location of Ivy Street (which did not extend this far north in 1875).   
 
1882:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co. Plate 10 shows basically the same 
conditions as on the 1875 atlas.  Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and 
Camp Streets.  
   
1895:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by Everts & Richards. Plate 1 (pages 12-13) shows a 
large block bounded by Dana Street on the north, Ivy Street on the east, Woodbine Street on 
the south, and Camp Street on the west, measuring 112,660 sq.ft.  No owner name is indicated.  
Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and Camp Street, and well built out by this 
time.  
 
1902:  Assessors Plat Maps, Plat 6 shows the same large block bounded by Dana Street on the 
north, Ivy Street on the east, Woodbine Street on the south, and Camp Street on the west.  This 
is designated as a single lot, Lot 306, measuring 112,660 sq.ft.  No owner name is indicated.  
Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and Camp Street.  
 
1908:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by L.J. Richards Co.  Plate 11 shows Andrews Field, 
belonging to Brown University.  The field is bounded by Dana Street on the north, Ivy Street on 
the east, house lots on the north side of Forest Street on the south, and Camp Street on the 
west. Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and Camp Street.  This map also 
shows the Camp Street streetcar line, which runs as far north as Evergreen Street (two blocks 
south of Lancaster). 
 
1918:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co. Plate 24 shows Andrews Field, 
belonging to Brown University.  The field is bounded by Dana Street on the north, Ivy Street on 
the east, house lots on the north side of Forest Street on the south, and Camp Street on the 
west. Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and Camp Street. This map also 
shows the Camp Street and Hope Street streetcar lines, as well as water and sewer lines on 
both Camp and Ivy Streets. 
 
1926:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co. Plate 24 shows Andrews Field, 
belonging to Brown University.  The field is bounded by Dana Street on the north, Ivy Street on 
the east, house lots on the north side of Forest Street on the south, and Camp Street on the 
west. Lancaster Street is still confined between North Main and Camp Street. This map also 
shows the Camp Street and Hope Street streetcar lines, as well as water and sewer lines on 
both Camp and Ivy Streets. 
 
1926:  “Andrews Field Plat,” by Frank E. Waterman Co., November 1926 (recorded in Plat Book 
37, Page 69, copied on plat card 1107).  This map shows 59 numbered house lots on Dana, 
Lancaster, Evergreen, and Woodbine Streets, between Camp and Ivy Streets.  The lot at the 
northwest corner of Lancaster and Ivy is Lot #11, measuring 50 feet wide on Lancaster and 
Dana, and 120 feet deep on Ivy.  The abutting lot to the west is Lot #10, also 50 feet wide by 
120 feet deep.  (Registry of Deeds)   
 
1937:  “Atlas of the City of Providence” by G.M. Hopkins Co. Plate 24 shows Lancaster Street, 
Dana Street, and Woodbine Streets all laid out between Camp and Ivy Streets, and also shows 
the house and garage at 166 Lancaster Street, at the northwest corner of Ivy and Lancaster.  
Both buildings stand on a 6,000 sq.ft. lot owned by E. Auger, who also owns the two adjacent 
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lots to the west totaling another 6,000 sq.ft.  The Hope Street streetcar line is still there, but the 
Camp Street line is gone.  The map refers to the Andrews Field Plat on card 1107.   
 
Deeds (Registry of Deeds) 
 
The Augers acquired, and later sold, both Lots #10 (the west side yard) and #11 (the house and 
garage site) in the Andrews Field Plat, as follows: 
 
Lot #11 
 
Deed Book 708/Page 147:  On January 9, 1928, Brown University sold to Joseph A. Auger and 
wife Evangeline Auger a lot of land at the northwest corner of Lancaster and Ivy Streets, 
measuring 50 feet wide on Lancaster by 100 feet deep on Ivy, totaling 5,000 sq.ft.  The deed 
also included a smaller parcel at the southwest corner of Dana and Ivy Streets, measuring 50 
feet wide on Dana by 20 feet deep on Ivy, totaling 1,000 sq.ft.  The total purchase was 6,000 
sq.ft.; the deed does not mention any buildings.  Both lots were conveyed with the following 
restrictions:  (1)  only a single family or two-family house and a private garage would be allowed; 
(2) a 20 foot setback from Lancaster Street was required; (3) a 50 foot setback from Lancaster 
Street was required for any garage; (4) the first house to be built must front on Lancaster Street, 
not on Ivy or Dana Streets. 
 
DB 962/290:  On February 10, 1950, Ruth Eva Penrose of Troy, N.Y. sold to M & E Realty Co. 
the same two parcels of land, with all buildings and improvements thereon, as described above 
in DB 708/147.  The deed does not note how Ms. Penrose acquired the property.2  
 
Lot #10 
 
DB 694/298:  On February 2, 1927, Brown University sold to William P. Field and wife Josetta S. 
Field of Providence, for $10, a lot of land on the north side of Lancaster Street, identified 
specifically as Lot #10 in the Andrews Field Plat of November 1926 (Plat Book 37/69).  The lot is 
described as measuring 6,000 sq.ft.: 50 feet wide on Lancaster Street by 120 feet deep, 
extending north to Dana Street.  The deed does not mention any buildings. The lot was 
conveyed with the following restrictions:  (1)  only a single family or two-family house and a 
private garage would be allowed; (2) a 20 foot setback from Lancaster Street was required; (3) a 
50 foot setback from Lancaster Street was required for any garage; (4) the first house to be built 
must front on Lancaster Street. 
 
DB 717/388:  On April 1, 1929, William P. and Josetta S. Field sold to Joseph A. Auger and 
Evangeline Auger, for $10, two parcels of land.  One was located on the north side of Lancaster 
                                                      
2 In 1935 Joseph A. Auger quitclaimed his half interest in both Lots #10 and #11 to Evangeline 
Auger (DB 784/460).  Both of them died in December 1948.  No deed was found in grantor or 
grantee indexes from 1928-1950 recording the Auger’s transfer of Lot #11 to any other person, 
including Ruth Eva Penrose, who lived in this house for one year in 1949 (see city directories) 
and sold the property in 1950.  Therefore Ruth Eva Penrose may have been a relative 
(daughter? niece?) who acquired the property through inheritance. The Augers’ death records 
indicate that he was 79 and she 85 when they both died in 1948, so he was born in 1869 and 
she in 1863.  They may have married in the 1880s or later; however the Augers’ marriage is not 
recorded in Providence, nor the births of any children to them.  (Indexes of Births, Marriages, 
and Deaths, I871-1948, located in Providence City Archives.) 
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Street, measuring 50 feet wide by 100 feet deep (5,000 sq.ft.); the other was located on the 
south side of Dana Street, measuring 50 feet wide by 20 feet deep (1,000 sq.ft.) and adjoined 
the first.  Both lots were sold with the same restrictions as enumerated in DB 694/298. 
 
DB 898/104:  On April 24, 1946, Joseph A. Auger and Evangeline Auger sold to Lewis Wattman 
and his wife Betty Wattman, Lot #10 in the Andrews Field Plat with all buildings and 
improvements thereon [note:  Lot #10 is the west side yard of 166 Lancaster - there weren’t any 
buildings of note on it, so far as is known].  The lot is described as measuring 50 by 120 feet, or 
6,000 sq.ft. total.  The property was conveyed with the same deed restrictions as earlier, with 
the addition of a 5th caveat:  that until May 1, 1966, any building constructed on this lot must be 
sited so that its west side is at least 44 feet away from the eastern property line.    
 
DB 962/242:  On February 13, 1950 [three days after the date of DB 962/290, re: Lot #11, 
above], Lewis Wattman and Betty Wattman sold to M & E Realty Co. Lot #10 in the Andrews 
Field Plat. The property was conveyed with the same 5 deed restrictions as in DB 898/104.  
 
Intent to Build Records (Archives) 
 
Permit #33344, dated April 28, 1928, issued to H.A. Lewis on behalf of J.A. Auger, to construct 
a house at Lancaster, Ivy, and Dana Streets, on Assessor’s Plat 6, Lot 534.  
 
Tax Records (Archives) 
Tax records are available from 1827 to the present.  Prior to 1854, tax records were published in 
a small book listing the property owner alphabetically by name, the total assessment for any real 
and personal property (without specifying where real estate was located), and the total tax due.  
Beginning in 1854, the city kept ledgers (organized by property owner name) indicating the plat 
and lot number of any real estate and the assessed value and taxes therefor. 
 
[Note: A 1929 map of Assessor’s Plat 6 shows that Lot 534 is the site of the house at 166 
Lancaster (Lot #11 in the Andrews Field Plat), at the corner of Lancaster and Ivy.  Lots 533 and 
485 are immediately adjacent to the west (together, Lot #10 in the Andrews Field Plat).]  
 
1927: Brown University was not assessed for any real estate. 
 
 William P. Field and Josetta S. Field of 242 Webster Avenue owned Plat 6, Lot 533. 

The property was assessed $2,100 for land and $0 for buildings. 
 
 
1928: William P. Field and Josetta S. Field of 242 Webster Avenue owned Plat 6, Lot 533. 

The property was assessed $2,100 for land and $0 for buildings. 
 

Joseph A. Auger and Evangeline Auger of 684 Hope Street owned Plat 6, Lot 534. 
The property was assessed $2,520 for land and $1,500 for buildings.  (Compared to  
the following year’s assessment, this seems to indicate that the house was under 
construction at this time.) 

 
1929:  Joseph A. Auger and Evangeline Auger of 166 Lancaster Street owned Plat 6,  

Lots 485, 533 and 534, each assessed as follows: 
Lot 485:  $500 for land, $0 for buildings.   
Lot 533:  $1,760 for land, $0 for buildings. 
Lot 534:  $2,520 for land, $12,500 for buildings.  (The house was completed.) 
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Directories (Archives) 
 
Providence City Directories contain a street directory, noting all existing streets, and a residents’ 
directory organized alphabetically by last name; these also included a house directory, listing 
residential buildings by street address, from 1892-1894. 
 
1928  Joseph A. Auger (Evangeline), treasurer The American Land Co., business 
  address 87 Weybosset Street, home address 684 Hope Street. 
 
1929  Joseph A. Auger (Evangeline), treasurer The American Land Co., business 
  address 87 Weybosset Street, home address 166 Lancaster Street. 
 
1930-1948 Joseph A. and Evangeline Auger lived at 166 Lancaster Street. 
  Ruth Penrose not listed in 1948. 
 
1949  Joseph A. Auger died December 27, 1948. 
  Evangeline Auger died December 31, 1948. 
  Ruth Penrose lived at 166 Lancaster Street. 
 
1950  166 Lancaster was vacant.  No Ruth Penrose listed as living in Providence. 
 
Providence House Directories were published separately from the city directory, 1895-1937 
(published biannually from 1901).  These directories list all residential buildings by street 
address, and also contain a street directory.  This directory is sometimes a year behind the city 
directory. 
 
1927-1928 No address 166 Lancaster listed. 
 
1929-1930 166 Lancaster, Joseph A. Auger, real estate. 
 
Assessor’s Chain of Title Cards  (Assessor’s Office) 
 
PLAT 6, LOT 603: LANCASTER STREET - Created from Lots 485, 533, and 534 in 1988 
 
William F. Mattos and Mary D. Mattos owned the property as of December 31, 1988. 
Olivia B. McCullough and Jonathan Sharlin owned the property as of August 5, 1994. 
 (Refers to Deed Book 2997/Page 81) 
Olivia B. McCullough and Jonathan Sharlin owned the property as of October 5, 1994. 

(Ref DB 3031/287) 
 
PLAT 6, LOT 485:  DANA STREET 
 
Harry Rayner, Cumberland owned the property as of June 15, 1914. 
Dropped June 15, 1915. 
Georgia D. Blake, wife of William H.T. Blake, owned the property as of June 15, 1916. 
William H. Bacon owned the property as of June 15, 1917. 
Sol and Anna Cohen owned the property as of March 1, 1920. 
Dropped June 15, 1920. 
Joseph A. Auger and wife Evangeline Auger owned the property as of May 1929. 
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Evangeline Auger owned the property as of December 1935. 
Lewis Wattman and wife Betty Wattman owned the property as of June 1946. 
M & E Realty Co. owned the property as of April 1950. 
William P. Vican and wife Mary Vican owned the property as of October 1951. 
Ando I. Suvari and wife Candice P. Suvari owned the property as of March 9, 1971. 
 (Ref DB 1160/1094) 
William F. Mattos and wife Mary D. Mattos owned the property as of April 29, 1974. 
 (Ref DB 1180/561) 
Dropped into Lot 603 as of December 1988.  
 
 
PLAT 6, LOT 533:  DANA STREET 
 
Brown University owned the property as of April 1927. 
William P. Field and wife Josetta S. Field owned the property as of April 1927. 
Joseph A. Auger and wife Evangeline Auger owned the property as of May 1929. 
Evangeline Auger owned the property as of December 1935. 
Lewis Wattman and wife Betty Wattman owned the property as of June 1946. 
M & E Realty Co. owned the property as of April 1950. 
William P. Vican and wife Mary Vican owned the property as of October 1951. 
Ando I. Suvari and wife Candice P. Suvari owned the property as of March 9, 1971. 
 (Ref DB 1160/1094) 
William F. Mattos and wife Mary D. Mattos owned the property as of April 29, 1974. 
 (Ref DB 1180/561) 
Dropped into Lot 603 as of December 1988.  
 
PLAT 6, LOT 534:  DANA STREET 
 
Brown University owned the property as of April 1927. 
Joseph A. Auger and wife Evangeline Auger owned the property as of May 1929. 
Evangeline Auger owned the property as of December 1935. 
Ruth E. Penrose owned the property as of June 1949. 
M & E Realty Co. owned the property as of April 1950. 
William P. Vican and wife Mary Vican owned the property as of October 1951. 
Ando I. Suvari and wife Candice P. Suvari owned the property as of March 9, 1971. 
 (Ref DB 1160/1094) 
William F. Mattos and wife Mary D. Mattos owned the property as of April 29, 1974. 
 (Ref DB 1180/561) 
Dropped into Lot 603 as of December 1988.  
 
 
 
 
 
Research compiled by Kathryn J. Cavanaugh 
March 2004 
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